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MINISTERIAL APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS AND PROCEDURE 
Thank you for requesting a membership application.  In order to process your application for membership quickly and 
efficiently, the following procedure must first be observed. 
 
STEP 1:  You must read the enclosed information, then complete and sign the enclosed application 
 
STEP 2:  Have your Sponsor sign the application.   
 
STEP 3:  You must return the completed application, along with a $250 membership fee, and a current photograph to the 
ABEA office at least 2 weeks prior to attending one of our fellowship conventions. 
 
STEP 4:  You must meet with the credentials committee at one of our fellowship conventions prior to the ordination 
service.  (Committee meeting times are announced or are available at the registration desk during the conventions.) 
 
STEP 5:  You must be present to hear the reading of “the charge”; have hands laid upon you (Acts 6:6; Acts 13:3; 1 Tim 
4:14; 2 Tim 1:6; Heb 6:2); receive the prayers and blessings of the brethren; and receive the right hand of fellowship. 
 
STEP 6:  We request that members prayerfully consider sending a monthly offering to the ABEA office to help with the 
ministry of the fellowship. 

Anchor Bay Evangelistic Association 

Anchor Bay Evangelistic Association 

ARTICLES OF FAITH 

 

1. Holy Scriptures 

We believe the Bible is the inspired Word of God, the 

infallible rule of faith and conduct; that it was written by Holy 

men of old as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. 

References: 

II Timothy 2:15; I Peter 2:2; II Peter 1:19, 21; II Timothy 
3:16-17 
 

2. The Godhead 
We believe that there is one true and living God; that in the 

unity of the Godhead, there are three, equal in attributes, but 

executing distinct harmonious offices. 

 

(a) God the Father, the Creator of heaven and earth, and all 

that is therein, sent His only Son to redeem and reconcile the 

world to Himself. 

(b) Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son, born of the Virgin 

Mary, conceived by the Holy Ghost, became flesh and dwelt 

among us, the only Mediator between God and man. 

(c) Holy Ghost, the third person of the Trinity, omnipresent, 

omnipotent, fulfilling on earth the office of reprover of sin, 

righteousness, and judgment, the Comforter, leader and guide 

to all who yield themselves to Him ministration. 

References 

Matthew 28:19; Matthew 1:23; Genesis 1:1; I Timothy 2:5; 
John 1:14, 18; John 15:26; II Corinthians 13:14; John 16:7, 
14; Isaiah 43:10 

 

3. The Fall of Man 
We believe man was created in the image of God, but by 

voluntary transgression, fell from Edenic holiness and purity, 

and his only hope of redemption is through Jesus Christ, the 

Son of God. 

 

References: 

Genesis 1:26-31; Romans 3:5, 16, 19; Romans 5:12, 21 

 

4. Plan of Redemption 

We believe that while we are yet sinners, Christ died for us; 

that His death was by Divine appointment of the Father as an 

atonement for sin.  That upon simple faith and acceptance of 

the Lord Jesus Christ, all who call upon Him, may be justified 

by faith through His precious blood, that Salvation is through 

grace and not by only merits of our own. 

References: 

I Peter 1:18-20; Titus 2:14; John 1:29;  6:47; Ephesians 2:8-
9; John 6:37; Romans 6:23; 3:23; 5:1-2 

 

5. The New Birth 
We believe in the new birth as a definite experience of 

salvation and conversion from a life of sin to a life of 

righteousness and true holiness by Christ Jesus, the Redeemer 

of all making. 

References: 
John 3:3; II Corinthians 5:17; Romans 6:11, 18; I Corinthians 

1:30 
 

6.  Daily Christian Living 

We believe that having been cleansed from our sins by the 

precious blood of Jesus, we should desire the sincere milk of 

the Word, that we might grow thereby, walking humbly in 

faith and love, and seeking the hidden life that will truly reflect 

the Christ within. 

References: 

I  John 1:6-7; I Corinthians 7:1; I John 2:6; Isaiah 35:8; 
I Thessalonians 5:23; Romans 8:5 
 

7. Water Baptism 

We believe that water baptism by immersion in the name of 

the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost, is a command of 

our Lord; that it is an outward sign of an inward work; that like 
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as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the 

Father, so we should walk in newness of life. 

References: 
Matthew 28:19-20; Romans 6:4; Mark 16:16; Acts 2:41 

 

8. The Lord’s Supper 
We believe the Lord’s Supper is a memorial of His suffering 

and death.  The broken bread, used in its commemoration is a 

type of the bread which came down from heaven, even Jesus 

Christ, whose body was broken for us; the wine, to remind us 

of the shed blood of the Savior, the Lamb of God.  The 

ordinance spans he years  from Calvary to the coming of the 

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and is enjoined upon every 

believer. 

References: 
Mark 14:22-24; I Corinthians 11:23-30 
 

9. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit 
We believe that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is a definite 

experience subsequent to the new birth.  This endowment of 

power may be expected after the same manner as that in which 

He came upon the Jews and Gentile alike in Apostolic days. 

References: 
Matthew 3:11; Acts 2:4; John 14:17-18; Acts 8:17; Acts 1:4, 

8; Acts 10:44-46; Acts 17:6; I Corinthians 3:16 
 

10. The Gifts and Fruits of the Spirit 

We believe the Holy Spirit has definite spiritual gifts to bestow 

upon the believing church of Jesus Christ.  These gifts are 

divided unto every man severally as the Holy Spirit wills, and 

should be desired by every believer, in the order and 

proportion whereby they will best edify and benefit the church. 

References: 
I Corinthians 12:1-11; Galatians 5:22-23; I Corinthians 

14:12; Romans 12:6-8 

 

11. Sanctification 

We believe the scriptures teach a life of holiness, without 

which no man shall see God.  By the power of the Holy Spirit, 

we are able to obey the command, “be ye holy, for I am holy.”  

Entire Sanctification is the will of God for every believer and 

should be earnestly pursued by walking in obedience to God’s 

Word. 

References: 
Hebrews 12:14; I Peter 1:11, 16; I Thessalonians 5:23-24;  
I John 2:6 
 

12.  Divine Healing 
We believe that the atonement provides deliverance for 

sickness and is the privilege of the believers. 

References: 
Exodus 15:26; Acts 4:29-30; Isaiah 53: 4-5; James 5:14-16; 
Matthew 8:17 

 

13.  The Second Coming 
(a) The Rapture – The Resurrection of those fallen asleep in 

Christ and their translation with those who are alive and 

remain unto the coming of the Lord is the imminent and 

blessed hope of the church. 

References: 

I Thessalonians 4:16-17; I Corinthians 15:51-52; Romans 
8:23; Titus 2:13 
 

(a) The Revelation – The return of the Lord with His 

Raptured Saints to set up His Millennial reign on earth, is the 

promise of the Word of God and the world’s only hope. 

References: 

I Thessalonians 1:7; Revelation 19:11-14; Revelation 10:1-7; 
Romans 11:26-27 
 

14.  Heaven 
We believe that Heaven is a place prepared for all those that 

believe upon the Lord Jesus Christ, and have washed their 

robes, and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.  Their 

reward is everlasting life and joy in the presence of the Lord. 

References: 

Revelation 7:14-17; Revelation 21:4; Revelation 22:5; John 
14:2 
 

15.  Hell 

We believe that Hell is a place prepared for those who have 

rejected the mercy of the crucified Savior.  They shall be cast 

into outer darkness, where there shall be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.  Their punishment is eternal grief, regret and 

torment from which there is no escape. 

References: 

Matthew 13:41-42; Matthew 25:41; Revelation 20:10-15; 

Luke 16:23; II Thessalonians 1:19; II Peter 2:4 
 

16.  New Heaven and New Earth 
According to His promise, we look for a new heaven and a 

new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.   

 

References:  
II Peter 3:12; Revelation 21:1 
 

17.  Ministry and Evangelism 
We believe in a ministry divinely called by our Lord, for the 

express purpose of soul winning and carrying the Everlasting 

Gospel to the whole world. 

References: 

Matthew 28:12-20; Acts 2:47; Matthew 4:18-22; Acts 13:2 

  

18.  Church Relationship 
We believe that the church is the Body of Christ and that every 

believer born of the Spirit is a member of that Body, whose 

names are written in Heaven; that it is the duty of every 

believer to identify himself with the church upon earth, which 

is a company of believers associated together for the salvation 

of souls, and endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 

bond of peace. 

References: 

Ephesians 5:23, 26, 32; I Corinthians 12:13; Ephesians 4:15-
16; Ephesians 1:22-23; 4:3; Romans 12:5; Matthew 17:26 
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Ministry Qualifications and Classifications 
 

Section 1. Ministry Described. 

Christ’s gifts to the church include apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors, and teachers (Ephesians 4:11), Exhorters, 

administrators, leaders, and helpers (Romans 12:7-8). These ministries may operate through men or women who are 
qualified. 

 

Section 2. Ministry Qualifications. 
A. Testimony to having experienced the New Birth (John 3:15) 

B. Testimony to having received the baptism in the Holy Spirit according to Acts 2:4. The Spirit- filled life will 

enable him to fulfill the three-fold mission of the church. 
C. Clear evidence of a divine call to the ministry, evidenced by a personal conviction, confirmed by the work of the 

Spirit, and the testimony of fellow ministers. 

D. A blameless Christian life, and a good report of those who are without (Titus 1:7; I Timothy 3:7) 

E. A thorough understanding of and agreement with our doctrinal position as contained in the Articles of Faith. 
F. An active loyalty to our constitutional agreements, a cooperative spirit, and a readiness to seek and receive the 

counsel of older brethren and those in positions of authority. 

G. Basic education requirements. 
 

Section 3. Membership and Credentials. 

The following membership and credentials are offered by ABEA and are part of the voting constituency. 
A. Gospel Worker. 

Those who are 18 years of age or older and may not be involved in one of the three ministry classifications 

aforementioned, but have a desire to be a member of ABEA and contribute to the ongoing work of ABEA and 

who meet the qualifications of Section 2, Points A,B,D,E,F will be issued a Gospel Worker credential. 
B. Exhorter. 

Those who are 18 years of age or older, and show promise of usefulness in the ministry, shall be issued and 

Exhorters credential. They shall devote a part of their time to Christian ministry and at the discretion of the ABEA 
Executive Committee/Credentials Committee, remain under the supervision of an ABEA pastor or a designated 

supervisor. Exhorters may apply for a license following two years under supervision. 

C. Licensed Ministers. 

Those who are 19 years of age, and show a clear evidence of a divine call, and practical experience in preaching, 
and are actively engaged in ministry, with completion of at least one year Bible School, together with an evident 

purpose to devote one’s time to ministering the gospel shall be issued a License credential. 

D. Ordained Ministers. 
Qualifications for ordination are outlined in the New Testament Scriptures (I Timothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:7-9).  Those 

who are 21 years of age and show clear evidence of a divine call and are engaged in full-time ministry or 

pastoring, shall be issued Ordination credentials. 
E. Ministers from Other Organizations. 

Ministers from other organizations, who desire to affiliate with ABEA and who subscribe with our constitutional 

agreements, and the Articles of Faith, shall be received into the fellowship with their current ministerial status. He 

shall provide a copy of his credentials as a guideline for his acceptance. 
F. Exceptions. 

With the understanding and acknowledgment that the call to minister is often recognized and received at a  young 

age, the President and Executive Board of ABEA reserves the privilege to extend ministerial  recognition to one 
who has a clear calling upon their lives and is under the tutelage of a seasoned pastor and is submitted to that 

leader for training and mentoring. 
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Office Use Only 
Received ________  Approved ________  Credentials __________  Receipt ____________ 

Anchor Bay Evangelistic Association      
   P. O. Box 406 - 2406 North Center Street 

Maryville, Illinois 62062 
Phone: (618) 344-9643  Fax: (618) 344-9543  Email office@thebay.cc  Web www.thebay.cc 

 

!tt[L/!¢Lhb Chw aLbL{¢9wL![ !CCL[L!¢Lhb 
LƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴǎΥ ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ Ƴǳǎǘ ōȅ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ϷнрлΦлл ŦŜŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘΦ 

t[9!{9 ¢¸t9 hw twLb¢ /[9!w[¸ 

CƛǊǎǘ bŀƳŜ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ  [ŀǎǘ bŀƳŜ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ  5ŀǘŜ ƻŦ .ƛǊǘƘ ψψψκψψψψκψψψψ      
 

aŀƛƭƛƴƎ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ __________________________________________________________________  {ŜȄΥ aŀƭŜ ψψψ  CŜƳŀƭŜψψψ 

 

/ƛǘȅ ___________________________________________  {ǘŀǘŜ ______  ½ƛǇ /ƻŘŜ ____________   {ƛƴƎƭŜ ψψψ   aŀǊǊƛŜŘ ψψψ      
 

IƻƳŜ tƘƻƴŜψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ   hŶŎŜ tƘƻƴŜ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ    5ƛǾƻǊŎŜŘ ψψ   ²ƛŘƻǿŜŘ ψψ 
 

CŀȄ bǳƳōŜǊψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 9-aŀƛƭ !ŘŘǊŜǎǎ ψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψψ 
 
1. Have you previously held ministerial credentials? _____  όLŦ ȅŜǎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŦǳǊƴƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΦύ 
 Church or organization ______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Address of above organization ________________________________________________________________________ 
 City ________________________________________________________________ State _______ Zip _____________ 
 Type of credentials held _____________________________________  Original date of credentials _________________ 
 
2. Have you read and do you agree to our Articles of Faith?   Yes ___   No ___ 
 
3. In what field of ministry are you presently engaged?  όtƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜΦύ 
 Pastor__   Evangelist__   Apostle__   Prophet__   Teacher__   Missionary__   Associate Pastor__   Chaplain__    Retired__   Other__ 
 όLŦ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴΦύ ___________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Have you read and understand the ministry qualifications and classifications printed on this application? Yes ___   No ___ 
 
5. Ministerial status applying for:  Gospel Worker __   Exhorter __   Licensed __   Ordained __    
 
6. Give a brief history of your ministerial experience.  _______________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
7. Do you want to be listed in our ministers directory?  Yes____        No______ 
 
8. Do you want your phone numbers listed in our minister's directory?  Yes_____    No_____ 
 
bh¢9 - CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ȅƻǳ Ƴǳǎǘ CLw{¢ ΦΦΦ 
   ό!Φύ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ !.9! ƻŶŎŜ όƻǊ ǎŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅύ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ twLhw ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ άǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜέ ŀǘ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴǎΤ 
   ό.Φύ ƳŜŜǘ ƛƴ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŘŜƴǝŀƭǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǧŜŜ twLhw ǘƻ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘǎ ƭŀƛŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳΤ  
   ό/Φύ ŀǧŜƴŘ ŀƴ !.9! /ƻƴǾŜƴǝƻƴ ǘƻ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭƭȅ ƘŜŀǊ άǘƘŜ ŎƘŀǊƎŜέ ƎƛǾŜƴ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ōƻŀǊŘΣ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ  ǘƘŜ 

Sponsorship Information 

To be completed and forwarded by Sponsoring ABEA CHURCH. 

 

Church Name _______________________________________________________ Phone (____) ____-_____ 

Address _______________________________________________  City __________________________ State ___ Zip ________ 
We have known the applicant for _____ years.    Please give a brief history of the applicant.  ____________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature _________________________________ Position ______________________ Date ___________   


